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Mr. Russet, 


T is pity that while we have fo many Patriots contending 
for the liberties of our country, we have no friend to ftand 

up for its credit. We are told not only by ftrangers who come 
occafionally among us, but by our own people on their return 
from abroad what extravagant ideas are formed of our provin- 
cial charaéter in other parts of the world : Infomuch that I 
knew an inftance not long fince of a Gentleman who when 
about making a fecond vifit to a foreign land did not chuf: to go 
without carrying fome fubftantial evidence of his loyalty. 
Whence is it my fellow-citizens that our characters are thus 
debafed ? If the afperfions are juft, let us remove them by 
amendment: If they are unjuft, let us inquire whence they 
arife, and if we find that they are owing to individuals among 
us, let us difown their conduct, point them out as enemies to 
fociety, and difcard them our confidence : Until we do this, 
the imputations upon us will be accounted juft, and we muft be 
content to bearthem. Andis it not better that one man fhould 
perith or a few be ttripped of their political exiftence than that 
the whole community fhould ftink in the noftrils of our neigh- 
bours and be defpifed ? Were the writings of Mucius, Candidus, 
and Determnatus, and cthers their affociates treated with the 
coatempt they deferve among ourfelves as they are among ftran- 
gers, we fhould not be thus marked and diftinguifhed as a ture 
halent factious people : It is from fuch writers as thefe that we 
éerive the imputation. They have gone on fo long without 
contradiction, that they feem at length to believe themfelves 
every maifreprefentation or untruth that they think will anfwer 
their purpote, and fcruple not to publifh them to the world. 
Were they to fign their proper names to all the iczndalous 
abufe 
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abufe they are from week to week publifhing under aflumed 
fignatures they would be abhorred as the pefts of fociety. Pof- 
terity will know them and judge impartially. I fear we thall 
know too foon ourfelves, that we ought not to yield thefe men 
our confidence. The time alfo may be near at hand, which 


will difcover whether the veterans which fome of them have 


Jately recommended to us are the fitteft inftruments to effect our 


Acliverance from the burdens we complain of. 


It is but of late that any one dare to take up the pen, much 
Jefs did any Printer dare to fet his prefs in oppofition to theie 
fons of liberty who had engroffed the boafted liberty of the 


-prefs to themfelves and their Partizans. The prefs now bes 


gins to refume its native freedom : Your own may boatt its fuc- 
cefs, notwithftanding the illiberal efforts of a Party to break up 
bie Undertaking. “If we compare the writers on each fide the 
ueftion, the quirks and evafions, the falfe colouring and mif- 
pont cin omt of fome I have already named, and of the com- 
mon herd of fcriblers with the manly fenfe of the judicious 
Chronus and Freeman, the ravings and {coldings on one fide with 
the calm and difpaffionate reafonings oa the other, every candid 
reader will at leaft be prejudiced in favour of the latter ; and 
if he does not efpoufe the fame caufe, will with to fee his own 
as well fupported. 
From the abule of the prefs it is that ftrangers take up an 
i] opinion of us; and asthis abufe is chiefly throws out againit 
men in authority they look upon us as difaffected to govern= 
ment. Governor Tryon has had the moft ill-natured things 
faid of him and the mott harfh and fevere epithets applied to him 
by fome of thefe writers, for fupprefling a dangerous rebellion 
in North-Carolina. He executed this fervice with the full 
confent of that government and with their own militia entirely, 
and has had the. higheft encomiums on his prudent and fpirited 
conduct from the government there who were certainly the beft 
judges in the affair ; and fince his entering upon the adminiitra- 
tion of the government of New-York, he has received the com- 
pliments of his Majefty’s Council and of the Affembly on this 
fortunate event; their addrefies mutt be fuppofed to be founded 
either upon a Fall conviction of the importance of the iervice, or 
upon the grofleft proftitution of honour and confcience: We 
cannot fuppofe the latter of Gentlemen known to be their coun- 
try’s friends, and men of honour. ‘This very abufe of Gover- 
nor Tryon mutt effectually take off at Carolina and New-York 
at leaft the edge of all that abufe they are continually estiien 
out againtt Governor Hutchinfon : They will naturally fuppote 
there is no more foundation for the one than the other. Jt is 
envugh with thete fcriblers that thefe Governors are Crow? 1-OF- 


feers; but that they are paid too by the Cre: wn is unpardomable. 
VW ith 
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With regard to themfelves, while innocent, a fovercign neglect 
is all that thele fcandals deferve ; ; but fomz regird is due to the 
pudlick ; andit is not bet thit on: honett mia fhould believe 
that ill of another which he who {p2aks it dozs not believe him- 
felf. Such abate difgraces letters, it difgeaces the government 
Were it is ifued, fom: regird is therefore duz to the province, 
and in the nam: of my fellow-citizens [ do hereby difavow all 
illibzral difrefp2% to government, and tothe Servants of the 
Crowa; and do declare that all fuch abufe proceeds intirely 
from the malignant difpofition of a few individuals not having 
the fear of its evil confequences before their eyes ; from the dif- 
appointed hopes of a few others, and from the withzs of foms 
Younkers to tife into importance. . 
After this it my be expected that [ acquit myfelf of all bafz 

and fordid views in appearing in print. As a member of the 
community Iowa I have a recird to my own intereft, for I mean 
Kicreby to acquit the body of the people, and myfelf as one of 
te of every thing that may be charged upon them that is 

ogatory to the character of peaceable loyal fubje<ts, although 
it %y at the expence of a few individuals whom I would wil- 
lingly reclaim ; and [ do declare that I aim at no other places 
but that of 

CENSOR. 





From the Massacuusetts Gazette, Feb. 6, 1772. 
To the FREEHOLDERS of BOSTON. 
Si populous vult decipi, decipiatur. 


MID the murmurs of difcontent and popular clamor, the 
invidious cry of taxation and penal laws of Great Britain, 

fuifer the miferable lamentations of this city, the cries of ths 
poor and indigeat, the widow anl orphan, to imprets the minds 
of my fellow-citizens, with tender feelings, let them religioufly 
red: t upon the mifery of our owa internal po/ice, the burden 
aif:Ted upon this once flow: ‘thing and opulent city—Taxes which 
will be levied in a fhort {pace e of time upon perfons of every 
diftinstion in the town of Bolton. Think of the mechanic, artifan, 
and tradef{man, who have with great patience born the infelicity 
and fatality of the late unhappy times,been deluded by the oily, 
flittering tongues of a few rapacious demagogues, to renounce 
the common neceffiries of life, and pale want and mifery,in their 
folitary habitations, have been fubftituted for milk and honey. 
Remember, my beloved fellow citizens,the commercial trade hath 
been violently expelled for four years laft from this metropolis, 
(1 ather towns) the only temporary fuppor t and exiftence of its 
inhabitants, and to the de sphtinaas of many worthy and good 

families 
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families of every tank and quality. Asa compenfation of thofe 
cruel fufferings, we are loaded with an infupportable town-tax. 
Roufe yourfelves from your lethargic dreams! Defpife the fecret 
whifperings and foft tales of delufion. Demand with manly 
decency and fpirited firmnefs of mind, free from the foam of 
enthufiafm or the tin¢ture of licentiou{nefs, that proper enquiry 
be made of the late amazing town-tax. You have an abfolute, 
uncontroulable right to know whether you are to be loaded with 
taxes for charges not warranted by law.—Demand alfo in a 
lawful minner whether you are to be fubjugated to the internal 
taxation of this city for the maneevres of any publick defaulters. 
Be not intimidated by the grimace of difappointed ambition. 
Infift upon a nice difquifition of the expences and charges that 
have arifen in this city for feveral years paft, and caufed every 
citizen to be loaded with-fach enormous town contributions. You 
have an unalienable right to demand payment of all fums of mo- 
ney borrowed of this town and caufe the fame fums to be depo- 
{ited in the hands of the Town -Treafurer,and thereby the weight | 
of future tayations will be leffened. Examine alfo whether an 

fums of money are ft] unpaid and arrear to the town for the de- 
ficiency of any town officer prior tothe year 1767. Whether the 
{chedule of debts of former town-taxes exhibited bya late public 
officer had not previoufly (confiderable part thereof) been difcharg- 
ed? Whether any fums cf money on that account are ftill unpaid, 
and the inhabitants of this city taxed for the deficiency thereof ? 
My fellow-citizens, hearken to the voice of cool, difpafiionate 
reafon, which furmount declamation. Make ftri@t inquifition of 
the tranfactions of the public lotteries, licenced by this govrnment. 
Thumbly conceive it will be highly expedient for the frecholders 
and other inhabitants of this city legally convened,to ex amine thofe 
important matters with ferioutnefs and great deliberation. Let us 
cure owr own political defects, previous to the regulation of the 
ordinances of the Biitifh Parliament. Curb the atpiring genius of 
a few daring defperadoes, who wo uld animate thi % town, under the 
falie glare of patriotitim, and build the rnonuments of their fime 


TY 
and Gene upon itsruin. Attend my b sic ved fullow-citizenus at 


the next March convocation of every rank and condition. In 

town-meeting legally atiembled, (crutinize and minutely examine 

the incidental charges of the town, tha wt have caufed the fom of 

f..8009 lawfal money to be affefled and fi: pally will be levied up- 
, 


on its inhabitants. An amazing tax indeed! iff you wil i 
the pleatures and delights of the town for a few moments, and 
attend public bufineis, and prevent any future enormous taxati- 





ons, ceale complait-—Clofe your eyes and be deceived. 

I know the fons of difcontent an {rapine will treat theic regui- 
fitions with thete ufual air of deriGion. “Time will come when 
the roauk mutt be thrown afide, and the affected ——-—--- —_---—. 
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